
Introduction 
 

Social scientists study all aspects of human society, from the distribution of products and ser-
vices to newly formed religious groups to plans for modern mass transportation systems.  Social 
Science research provides insights that help us understand the many different ways in which 
individuals and groups make decisions, exercise power, or respond to change. Research is a 
basic activity for many social scientists. They use established or newly discovered methods to 
assemble a body of facts and theory that contributes to human knowledge. Applied research 
usually is designed to practice information that will enable people to make better decisions or 
manage their affairs more effectively. Interviews and surveys are widely used to collect facts, 
opinions, or other information.  Some specialties within social science include education, crimi-
nology, demography, cultural traditions, family relations, social psychology, gerontology, so-
cial welfare, race relations, social status, and social change. 

Major to Career Guide 

What are some of the job tasks? 
 

▪ Analyze behavior of groups or social systems 
▪ Compile data through tests and questionnaires 
▪ Conduct surveys 
▪ Grant writing 
▪ Investigate social structures, traditions, customs,  
 and beliefs 
▪ Read and write research reports 
▪ Research areas that will contribute to human  
 knowledge 
▪ Study people, cultures, and roles in society 

What are some desirable  
personal qualities? 
 

▪ Ability to analyze data 
▪ Ability to think logically and methodically 
▪ An interest in historical and personal histories 
▪ Communicate effectively, both in writing  
 and orally 
▪ Empathy 
▪ Integrity 
▪ Resourcefulness 
▪ Sensitivity to and understanding of social    
 problems 
▪ Strong interest in human problems and events 
▪ Tact 
▪ Work well with people 

Degree: Bachelor of Arts 

Social  
Science 

What are some potential  
occupations? 
 

Anthropologist 
Case Worker 
City Manager 
Consultant 
Counselor 
Economist 
Educator 
Geographer 
Historian 
Human Services Worker 
Linguistics Anthropologist 
Minister 
Anthropologist 
Police Officer 
Public Administrator 
Public Relations Specialist 
Researcher 
Social Worker 
Sociologist 
Statistician 
Survey Worker 
Urban and Regional Planner 
Writer 



Who hires?  
 

▪ Advertising Agencies 
▪ Business & Consulting Firms 
▪ Colleges/Universities 
▪ Government Agencies 
▪ Historical Societies 
▪ Hospitals/Health Care Facilities 
▪ International Organizations 
▪ Market Research Firms 
▪ Museums 
▪ National Parks 
▪ Personnel Departments 

 ▪ Social Service Agencies  

Additional information 
 

Experience acquired through cooperative 
education or internships can prove valu-
able in obtaining professional positions. 
 
Training in statistics and mathematics is       
essential for most social scientists. 
 
Social Sciences is an excellent preparatory 
program for those interested in going to 
law school, as well as those who want to 
teach. 
 
Many potential occupations will require 
graduate school. 
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